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training needs. Usc of visual aids ensured
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the efficiency of MRE training sessions.
Seventy-six mass propaganda billboards

Two dead: UXO explosion in scrap metal shop in
Baku-June 2, 2003

were produced and set up in 49 villages of
nine fron tline districts. The Republic Child
Organization, as a leading implementer,
performed 17 safe behavior-related theatre
sh ows

at

schools

m

The incident happened towards evening on june
2 nd. All these pieces of UXO were brought ftom an
exploded amm unition depot near Saloglu village of
Aghstafa district. M embers ofDisabled Soldiers' Society
of Gazakh district p rovided them as a high-quality
scrap metal. To make a profit, they were welded here for
delivery to a steel company. Good welders, two refugee
men ftom A rmenia, both 35, were hired to handle the
UX O. While welding, the ammunition exploded and
both died in situ.
It was realized that a lot of UXO remains there. No
doubt, the amm unition might explode, possibly
claiming new victims.

mine/UXO

contamina ted villages and for schoolch ildren in densely populated IDP camp
settlements. Effective achievements have
been gained in MRE implementation
because of close cooperation with related
ministries, children's organizations and
local authorities in targeted districts.

2003 and Beyonu
Because offunding, UNICEF stopped
the implemenration of MRE activities since
the e nd of 2002, and of course, the
responsibility fell aga in on ANAMA. The
comprehensive activi ty plan fo r 2003 has
been developed to integrate MRE into the
school curriculum of contaminated districts

The Organization of American States (OAS) Mine Action Program has
established a priority in providing prostheses and m edical attention to
landmine victims, as well as work training. In 2002, the program started a
pilot project that provided job training and jobs to mine victims.

sessions for organizations active in frontline
districts and develop the MRE capacity of

cooperation with the Golden West
Humanitarian Foundation (United States),

As a result of the training, establish ment of

under the fina ncial support of which Colin
King Associates (Uni ted Kingdom)
produced a "Mined Area Indicato r
Package" for Azerbaijan that was
and translated imo the Azeri language by
ANAMA MRE staff. Ir is likely rhat the

conducted for deminers, operational and
support staff members of the Regional
Office, and national m ine action NGOs

Indicator

Package

will

be

used

as

PowerPoint presentation, and ANAMA has
been provided with the laptops a nd
multimedia proj ectors. Sets of printouts of
presentation slides are also good additional
reaching rools to provide co mmunities
and various target groups with sufficienr
MRE informacion.

with child organizations such as Shafa,
Nur and Reliable Future, which received
train ing afterwards.
In order to initiate awareness activities
within the districts, ANAMA Monitoring

a group of ANAMA staff members and

and Training Team (MTT) membe rs
received additional MRE training. The

mine action NGOs, supported by U.S.
European
Command
(EUCOM)

team me mbe rs are successful now in

insrrucrors, was conducted in February

conducting MRE where the clearance
operations are ongoing. A regular reporting

2003 . The MRE team is going ro hold
community-based MRE sessions in targeted
districts to build and strengthe n

MTT,

Dayag

and

humanitarian demi ning also has the
technical support from the !mer-American

Rehab•htat•on of Mme V•ct•ms

quantitatively) ANAMA's MRE capacity.

In the frame of the annual activity
plan, MRE training sessions have been

implemented by
IEPF instructors.

education and stockpile destruction. 1 The

Defense Board.

ANAMA's MRE ream has had good

approbated in ANAMA and then ad apted

syste m
has
been
established
so
chat ANAMA headquarters recetves
monthly reports on MRE activities

Program in Ntcaragua and
Jaime Perales, OAS
Commumcat1ons Spectaltst

On December 17, 1997, 111
Nicaragua, Juan Lopez was looking fo r

staff members of ANAMA Regional Office
teams and demining NGOs. All these
activities will be supported with new
training materials and visual aids.

Dayag and the I nrernational Eurasia Press
Fund (IEPF). We kept close cooperation

rehabilitation, covers the following areas in
six countries: demining, mine awareness

Background

and densely populated lOP camps a nd
impleme nt community-based MRE in all
targeted d istricts as well. The decision has
been made tO conduct regular training

by Carlos Orozco, National
Coordmator, OAS Mine Action

Additional refresher MRE training for

community associations.
U.S. EUCOM training sessions
during last summer had a great influence o n
inc reasing
(both
qualitatively
and
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an MRE Cell was recommended. The Cell
is now active and able not only to provide
fo rmal narrative instructions on safe
behavior,

but

also

to

identify

and

implement M RE strategic objectives
in Azerbaijan.
The increased inrerest m the mme
problem from the society in Azerbaijan
makes it possible ro disseminate safety
messages and safe behavior rules among the
people, under favorable auspices, e nsu ring

work on Explosion Mountain. O n this day,
he stepped on a mine and lost his left leg.
He was 39 years old. A year later, the same

In five years, the OAS rehabilitation
program has supported 5 10 victims2 with
prostheses and psychological assistance.
After destroying an estimated percent of

M r. Lopez, while he was looking for a small
piece of land to work, stepped on a second
mine and lost his right leg. Agustin Ra mos
shared similar circumstances. "I walked
inro an a rea where I never imagined mines

mines sown a nd 100 percent of stockpiled
mines, the program initiated its component
in rehabilitation and work training. The
majority of the victims involved in this part
of the program come from N ueva Segovia,

to be placed." Mayling Estrad a is a survivor
as well : "I was seven yea rs old when I lose
my two legs, while I was with m y

Nica ragua, where nearly hal f of the
country's known landmines were found.
Nearly 89 percent of the landmine

grandmother carrying firewood. " Jose
Larios: "I received shrapnel perforations all

victims in Nicaragua are civilians and only
11 percent are military personnel. Ninety-

over my body. " Santos Rayos is also a
landmine survivor: "[A] friend and I were

and UXO threats.

trying to get a banana from a tree. My

five percent are men between the ages of 32
and 47. The majority were looking for a job
or working when they stepped on a mine.

Contact Information

friend died and I lost my left leg. " Jose
Blandon d escribing his injuries: "I received

In Nicaragua, the children are the lease
affected population with only fou r percent

a mine blast close ro my face. [ lost parr of
my face, my right eye, parr of my nose and
my upper lip." Juan Lopez, Agustin Ramos,

involved in accidents3 which is different
from other countries with landmines.
The OAS Mine Action Rehabilitation

Jose Blandon and the others supported by
the OAS rehabilitation program share

Program was created essentially in response
to requests from OAS member countries.

sim ilar fates: a loss of a limb or parrs of
their bodies due to anti-person nel
landmines.
The OAS Mine Action Reh abilitation
Program and work-training a re vital

The effect of one anti-person nel landmine
has devastating consequences not only for

that innocent lives are saved from the mine

Musa Jalalov
MRE Officer, ANAMA
Tel: (994 12) 95 79 34
E-mail: mjalalo@anama.baku.az
Website: www.anama.baku.az
Vagif Sadigov
MRE Assisranr, ANAMA
Tel: (99412) 95 79 34
E-mail: vsadigo@anama.baku.az
Website: www.anama.baku.az

components in the OAS efforts to combat
the pernicio us effects of landmines.
C reated in 199 5, this program, apart from

the victims, but also their fam ilies. Most
victims were their family's main economic
support before the accident.
The lack of knowledge abour mines is
one of the chief contributors to landmine
accidents. For instance, Domingo Martinez

told the OAS, " I have 10 mines stockpiled
at home to assure that none of them harm
anybody." Says Carmela Rivera, "I had a
mine in my patio at home and it exploded
without anybody touching it. " Arnulfo
Pozo knew of a similar story. She told the
OAS that "there are some folks in the
Pampas chat rake out mines and hide them
in their homes." Daniel Montiel
volunteered to show the OAS mines chat
are close to a tree. Manuel Perez kept "one
mine PPMISRII and one used rocket
LAU" in his home. There are plenty of
stories without a name. For example, a" 15year-old youngster found three jumping
mines. He kicked them, threw stones at
them and moved them close to a road."
Twenty-nine percent of mine accidents
happen when people walk th rough a mined
area. Such was the case of Ramon Peralta, a
34-year-old farmer. His accident occurred
on May 20, 1999. "I was picking corn. I did
not know that the field was mined. I
stepped on a mine; it exploded and threw
me about 30 meters. I was carried to the
hospital of Ocoral where they amputated
both of my legs."
To reduce the risk of accident, the
OAS Mine Action Program has embarked
on an integral and extensive education
program using radio and television, and in
some cases tra ining local leaders . OAS
campaigns have id entified mines placed in
patios and schools, and those stockpiled by
individuals in their homes. In a recent
campaign in the Nueva Segovia area, the
participation of the community helped
locate more than 400 mines and UXO,
which were subsequently destroyed.
With the financial support of Sweden,
Norway, Canada and Spain, through the
National Center of Prostheses and
Orthoses, the OAS supports victims by
p roviding them with prostheses and
medical treatment. This was the case of
Victor Bustamante: "[In the Sungano,
Nueva Segovia] I stepped on a mine chat
smashed my right leg. I was carried to the
Ocotal Hospital where my leg was
amputa ted. T he OAS gave m e the
prostheses that I needed." The OAS
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Reducing Landmine Risk and Helping
Victims: UNICEF Albania, 1999-2003
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has been instrumental in
helping Albania address its mine action problems. The following article
discusses what steps UNICEF-as well as other mine action organizations
within Albania-has taken during and after the conflicts in 1999 to
help offset landmine concerns of both victims and the general

unicefG

Albanian population.

At lnstituto Nacional Tecnologico (INATEC), victims are trained in different jobs (computing, carpentry, shoemaking, etc.) in Nicaragua.

optimizes information through its database
that includes a b iographic profile of
victims, as well as their names and the areas
where the individuals suffered their
accidents. The database also includes the
areas where the OAS provided mine
awareness education.

Work Tram.ng

eight months later. Of the 24 students who
graduated,
II
were
trained
tn
woodworking, six in car engineering and
mechanics, five in soldering and cwo in
computing. In addition, seven students
were provided extra help in literacy classes.
The OAS Mine Action Program, in
collaboration
with
the
National
Commission of Demining, a national e ntity

know how ro read and write, how to be
woodworkers, h ow ro have their own
business and how ro earn a stable income as
a result of multiple efforrs of the OAS Mine
Action Rehabilitation Program , the
international donor community and, mosr
importantly, rhe individual efforts of
Nicaraguan people to overcome an almost
insurmounrable obstacle in rheir lives.

in charge of the follow-up of mine action
The OAS Mine Action Program has
established a priority in providing not only
prostheses and medical anenrion, bur also
work training. Lase year, the program
started a pilot char provided job training
and jobs to mine victims. The selection
criteria are diverse. Prior medical and
prosthesis anenrion is rhe first requirement.
A second criterion includes the distribution
of affected zones. The first generation of
students came from the three differenr areas
with the most accidents in Nicaragua:
Chontales, Nueva Segovia and the North
Atlantic Autonomous Region.
The
training
period
lasts
approximately one year and depends on the
particular skills and experiences of each
victim. The National Technological
lnstirure, a governmenral organization in
Nicaragua, provides technical training.
Students receive a scholarship, a monthly
stipend, a per diem, transportation and
daily meals. Job skills training includes
car engineering and mechanics, soldering,
and computing.
The first generation of students started
its courses in April 2002 and concluded
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operations in the country, provided a loan

"All photos courtesy of the authors.

of financial support to each graduated
student. This financial support helped

Endnnt .. c:

rhem ro establish their own businesses in
their communities.
During the training, the OAS
faci litator noticed that many of rhe victims
had learning disabilities caused in parr by
depression. In response, rhe OAS provided
psychological treatment to chose srudents.
The OAS project has arrracted the attention
of ocher NGOs in the United States: Global
Care Unlimited, located in New Jersey,
solicited funds from 800 srudenrs from 25
schools in New York and New Jersey.

1. The six countries are Honduras,
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Peru, Ecuador and
Colombia. To see the other componems of the
program, please refer to journal of Mine Action,
Issue 5.2., Summer 200 I. Located at
http://maic.jmu.edu/journal/5.2/index.htm or
www.oas.org in the demining section.
2. Information up to May 2003.
3. OAS/Mine Action,
Victims of
anci-pcrsonnellandmines, Table of January 2001
(3 11 victims).

ant ct Information

by Aurora Bushati, Education
Project Officer. UNICEF Albania

scarred a rhird group in August. In the near
future, this project will be replicated in
ocher countries such as Ecuador, Peru and
Colombia. In Colombia, rhe number of
victims outnumber those in N icaragua.
People such as Juan Lopez, Braulio
Guerrero and Agustin Ramos have more in
common rhan just their accidents. They

Carlos Orozco
National Coordinator
OAS Mine Action Program in Nicaragua
Tel: (505) 266-1251
Fax: (505) 266-0584
E-mail: Oea_dmdo@ibw.com.ni

Introduction

enormous impact on the young. Based on

Albania's mine problem results from
rhc Yugoslavia-Kosovo conflict of 1999,
when landmines were placed along the

children, one of UNICEF's responses was

120-km border of Albania and rhe Yugoslav
province of Kosovo, and up to one km
inside of Albania. During and since the
conflic t, 48 people have been killed
and 376 injured by landmine and
UXO incidents.
Four years after the conflict, parts of
Albania's northern border continue to be
contaminated with mines and UXO, which
are hindering rhe lives of people in 39
villages o f three poor, isolated and
mountainous districts: Kukes, Has and
Tropoje. The scartered munitions a nd
minefields leave arable land unusable in a
region where opportuniries for earning offfarm income are scarce. Poor infrastructure
means char a rrip into town cakes a full day
of travel. The difficulty of travel isolates
people from one another, and rhe isolation
is worsened by the lack of televisions,
electricity and newspapers.

During and Immediately After
the War

• Mine

awareness

training

of

educators for local and international nongovernmental organizations (NGOs),
refugee community leaders and members of

space, and creative activities that distracted

Albanian and Kosovar Youth Councils.
Mine awareness is difficulr during a
conflict-bur it is equally difficult co
maintain people's vigilance when che
conflict is over and life has begun rcrurning

children from the reality of rhe situation

co normal. UNICEF performed this work

its human righ ts approach to working with
rhe creation of Child-Friendly Spaces,
which provided some schooling, a safe play

and helped them deal with their fears.
As rhe lead UN agency for mine

in collaboration with the ministries of
Defense and Education as well as the

awareness, UNICEF had a major role to

Albanian
Mine
Action
Executive,
Albanian
Youth
Council,
Balkan
Sunflowers, the Cooperative for Assistance
and Relief Everywhere (CARE) and several

play in warning both indigenous Albanians
and refugees about rhe risk of mines and
UXO. The UNICEF multimedia mine
awareness campaign included extensive
publicity through posters and leaflers at
transit points, in refugee camps, at returnee
way stations and on the front lines, as well
as broadcasts of messages on radio
and television. To deal with uncenain
electricity
supplies,
the
campaign
also included distribution of wind-up
radios

co

vulnerable

campaign included:
•A
national

refugees.

mtne

The

awareness

campaign, launched in July 1999, wirh
the participation of rhe preside nt and
the

ministers

of Education,

Defense

and Culture.
• A week of anti-mine acnvny

local NGOs.
During 2000, initial steps were taken
to incorporate mine awareness into rhe
primary school curriculum-in every
subject, from music and drama ro history
and mathematics. The methodology was
highly participatory to encourage young
people themselves to become disseminators
of the information. UNICEF also
supported the training of l 00 reachers and
trainers of trainers. The Ministry of
Education and Science helped to produce
cwo manuals, one for reachers and one for
srudenrs. A recent agreement has been
made with rhe Ministry ro revise and
publish these manuals.

111

Almost half a million refugees from

September 1999, at the end of which, the

Interventions During

Kosovo fled into Albania during the

Albanian Parliament pledged co ratifY the
Onawa Treacy banning land mines. !r did so

2001-2003

civil mobilization and substantial resources

in 2000.
• In collaboration wirh rhe Ministry of

A landmine injury can mean
destitution to a fam ily in a rural area where

from

Defense, deployment of 7,000 mtne-

there are no off-farm work alternatives.

marki ng signs along the border.

Since June 2000, rhe Mine Victims

conflict in March 1999, and they stayed
Jaime Perales
OAS Communications Specialist
Tel: (202) 458-3708
Fax: (202) 458-3545
E-mail: J perales@oas.org

psychological trauma of rhe war a nd rhe
disruption of normal childhood had an

Currently, the OAS is training 32
students, with the support of the
governments of France and Spain, and

prevented a humanitarian disasrer. Bm rhe

there three to five months. Sponraneous
rhe

North

Atlantic

Treaty

Organ ization 's (NATO's) member states
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